St. Stephen the Martyr
St. Katharine Drexel Mission
Office of Religious Education
First Reconciliation and First Holy Communion 2026-2027 Parent Preparation Agreement
First Penance & First Holy Communion: This two-year program (typically Grades 1–2) prepares children to receive God’s mercy in the Sacrament of Reconciliation and to encounter Christ in the Eucharist. Children must complete two full years of religious education prior to receiving these sacraments. Parent meetings, Mass attendance, and parish celebrations are integral and required parts of preparation.
I will participate in my child’s preparation for these Sacraments, specifically:
· I will help with my child’s religious education assignments and sacramental preparation at home.
· I will bring my child to Religious Education class each week on time and for the entire class period.
· If my child is absent more than three times without a reasonable excuse, the reception of the Sacraments may be delayed. Three tardies is equivalent to one absence.
· I affirm that my child’s Faith formation takes precedence over extracurricular activities, including sports.
· Homeschool parent; I will ensure my child will complete 100 percent of the homeschool curriculum by May 1st.
All Religious Education, Homeschool, diocesan school families: 
· I will take my child to Mass every Sunday and all Holy Days of Obligation. 
· I will attend all mandatory parent meetings. If I cannot make a meeting due to serious circumstances (e.g., family emergency, sickness, wedding, funeral, etc.), it is my responsibility to notify the Religious Education Office as soon as feasible.
· I will ensure my child’s attendance to First Reconciliation, which must be received before First Holy Communion. It is my responsibility to notify the Religious Education Office that this has been completed.
· I will complete all paperwork required and provide a copy of my child’s Baptism Certificate and Birth Certificate. 
The Diocese of Arlington requires proof of Birth and Baptism for the Sacrament of Penance and Eucharist for the First Time. A copy of the child’s birth certificate helps establish the child’s identity and date of birth to be recorded in our parish registry. You need to submit a copy of your child’s Baptismal Certificate, even if your child was baptized here at St. Katharine Drexel or St. Stephen the Martyr. Please do not give us the original. If you need a copy of the original certificate, we can copy that for you. It is important that the address of the church where your child was baptized be on the certificate. If you do not have a copy of your child’s baptismal certificate, please request it from the parish where your child was baptized and have it mailed to you. If your child was baptized through the Military Ordinate, please contact them at: 
Archdiocese for the Military Services, U.S.A. 
P.O. Box 4469, 
Washington, D.C. 20017-0469 
Phone: (202) 269-9100 website: www.milarch.org
· I will ensure my child’s full participation in First Holy Communion Practice.
Dress code for receiving the Sacrament of Eucharist for the First Time: 
Girls wear a white dress or skirt and blouse and dress shoes. Veils may be worn but are not necessary - flowers, wreaths/rings of flowers and ribbons are all appropriate hair wear. Absolutely no UGGs, Croks, berks, tennis or athletic shoes. 
Boys wear dress pants, dress shoes, dress shirts and ties; suits are not necessary but may be worn. Absolutely no tennis or athletic shoes.
I understand failure to complete the above requirements may delay my child’s reception of these Sacraments for this school year. However, the Sacraments will be administered later when my child and I can complete them.
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